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5G Disruptions Due to Safety Concerns  

January 18, 2022 

You’ve likely heard about the potential of disruptions to air travel in late December as 

AT&T and Verizon were cleared by FCC to turn on their 5G spectrum networks on 

January 5th. The problem is potential interference with aircraft instrumentation that is 

used for navigation, especially in low visibility situations. 

AFA worked with ALPA, Chair DeFazio, FAA, DOT, manufacturers, and our airlines to 

put in place a temporary two week delayed implementation, and then a six month full 
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review of safety around 50 airports while a review of aircraft and their unique systems 

continued too. 

Tonight, we hit the end of those two weeks and telecoms have only so far addressed 

about 45% of the concerns identified by FAA. Throughout the course of the day, our 

union has worked to prevent the disruptions. This afternoon, AT&T and Verizon agreed 

to delay 5G implementation near some airports. This is helpful, but the late-breaking 

agreement means operational disruptions, especially in low visibility situations, over the 

next few days are still likely.  

What is 5G and what does it mean for aviation: In late December 2021, AT&T and 

Verizon were cleared by FCC to turn on a new 5G C-band spectrum networks early this 

year.  Although 5G is already used around the U.S., the new C-Band may cause 

interference with flight deck radio altimeters. Altimeters are crucial pieces of equipment 

that measure the distance between the aircraft and the ground and support other 

systems on the aircraft. Altimeters help pilots land in low visibility situations. The issue is 

with the cell phone towers, not individual cell phone devices.  

Why wasn't this addressed sooner: This is another holdover problem from the 

previous Administration, when Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairman 

Ajit Pai ignored and belittled concerns raised in 2018 and since by the airlines, ALPA, 

manufacturers, and Chair DeFazio. If you hear anywhere that these issues were only 

raised at the last minute - that simply is not true. 

Further, our U.S. telecommunication companies are not regulated like they are in other 

countries. As Chair DeFazio has stated repeatedly, "nearly every other country that has 

deployed 5G has imposed some level of restrictions on its use to protect against 

harmful interference with aircraft. These include reducing the power levels of 5G 

transmissions, requiring more extensive exclusion zones at airports, ensuring 5G 

operates at a farther distance from the aviation frequency band or limiting the directional 

tilt of certain 5G broadband antennas, among other things." 

We continue to advocate for a permanent solution. Aviation and 5G can coexist, but 

lives always come first. The skies are our workplace, and it is critical that we take all 

steps to protect America’s leading position in aviation safety.  

 

 

http://link.afacwa.org/ls/click?upn=BAnu7BMBhvhcSnqzFZ7B6KYydUS2sMyby2VsOzdPAlZsZ2YvdWsNOMKlAz9VC-2Be5rZ7f2RVZnWl0ncz-2FcPOq5MdeK5AhHl-2BFlSMv8oS2RwfgykkhmShEjm6G1omWYjI-2F-2FNWgRoMuxC7Jr91uBOuyoQ-3D-3DOva2_gE7-2Bybk-2Bf3RRUSxpQA-2Fpnym3BxdKX3UqYGJQxV4FAaXlYTzecujPhYwreSn-2B1OATcQIe497kuZA5XoBNW2J-2BYY11-2FcsHnMaoUR1xG64LuyV2wk8XDqbXiTGbex-2FY2TtKZ9MJZaYuJTqFyPhFtaQPh3DxZTfd8-2FGUQLbLoyWW5SADdPi0t2HCFdQz5SDVu9afb8eznilk3UkDFLQLzByYk77cwl0YFpRqKAH1Erzitoo-3D
http://link.afacwa.org/ls/click?upn=BAnu7BMBhvhcSnqzFZ7B6KYydUS2sMyby2VsOzdPAlZsZ2YvdWsNOMKlAz9VC-2Be5rZ7f2RVZnWl0ncz-2FcPOq5MdeK5AhHl-2BFlSMv8oS2RwfgykkhmShEjm6G1omWYjI-2F-2FNWgRoMuxC7Jr91uBOuyoQ-3D-3DOva2_gE7-2Bybk-2Bf3RRUSxpQA-2Fpnym3BxdKX3UqYGJQxV4FAaXlYTzecujPhYwreSn-2B1OATcQIe497kuZA5XoBNW2J-2BYY11-2FcsHnMaoUR1xG64LuyV2wk8XDqbXiTGbex-2FY2TtKZ9MJZaYuJTqFyPhFtaQPh3DxZTfd8-2FGUQLbLoyWW5SADdPi0t2HCFdQz5SDVu9afb8eznilk3UkDFLQLzByYk77cwl0YFpRqKAH1Erzitoo-3D
http://link.afacwa.org/ls/click?upn=BAnu7BMBhvhcSnqzFZ7B6CxuRkDyuLcgNq18Gy-2Bjn2czw3ZgU779l0AGmr34Rbev5QTHJ8N7vv828ECcN0Ec-2BwTCHpBj2fwZcxR0-2F487GmhjZ7RKcnENUMq3-2Bx314XUl-2Fu4RHul-2FuoBF9VX6EtFgKeKvPdK4BBcS0B5aBcrJNQ0-3Dg8mz_gE7-2Bybk-2Bf3RRUSxpQA-2Fpnym3BxdKX3UqYGJQxV4FAaXlYTzecujPhYwreSn-2B1OATcQIe497kuZA5XoBNW2J-2BYcg1ZneyDkimPpMhQFUmI7MNLBJcAafJLATfCF-2BvimEeIPcmbLjMXa1cKu9VIeBVdfvSxAdcc3RYHimECQHDxsHyx9bSZy7PZcxZJIBbRsoWLRFehmDA3dWrYqfaSmzk-2Fw-2Bqa-2F6w4PTVUu69M1RjypY-3D

